
 

 

02 JULY 2024 

TOPICS COVERED 

1. Medha Patkar gets jail term for ‘defaming’ Delhi L-G   (GS Paper II: 

Freedom of speech) 

2. Centre delays fixing boundaries to hold Census   (GS Paper I: Demography) 

3. Shiv Sena (UBT) retains two seats, BJP wins one in Maharashtra Council   

(GS Paper II: State Legislature) 

4. Kozhikode secures ‘City of Literature’ status at annual UCCN conference 

held in Portugal   (PCS) 

5. Project-75I   (GS Paper III: Internal Security) 

6. Why are scientists looking for the Higgs boson’s best friend?   (GS Paper 

III" S&T) 

7. Chinese rocket engine goes Awol during hot testing   (GS Paper III: S&T) 

8. Amid doubt and fear, new criminal laws take over an unready system  (GS 

Paper II: Justice System) 

9. Iran’s theocratic state is unlikely to give space to a popular reformist   (GS 

Paper II: Iran) 

10. A t the end of Pride Month, assessing the LGBTQIA+ co mmunities’ rights   

(GS Paper I: Society) 

11. What is on the agenda for the 16th Finance Commission?  (GS Paper II: 

Constitutional Body) (GS Paper III: Taxation) 

12. PMI signals manufacturing rebound   (GS Paper III) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Article 171: Composition of Legislative Councils 
• The strength of the Legislative Council can be up to one-third of the strength of the 

State Legislative Assembly. 
• The strength must not be lower than 40. 
• One-Third of members shall be elected by electorates consisting of members of 

Municipalities, District Boards, and other local bodies as specified by Parliament. 
• One-Twelfth members shall be elected by electorates consisting of Graduates for at 

least three years of any university in India, or similar qualifications as specified by 
Parliament. 

• One-Twelfth members shall be elected by electorates consisting of teachers teaching 
for at least three years in educational institutions of level secondary school and 
above, or as specified by Parliament. 

• One-third of members shall be elected by members of State Legislative Assemblies. 
• The remaining one-sixth members shall be nominated by Governor. They must have 

special knowledge or experience in Literature, Arts, Science, Social Science and 
Cooperative Movement (Cooperative movement is not mentioned for Rajya Sabha). 

 



 

 

 

 

Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) systems are propulsion technologies used in submarines 
that allow them to operate without access to atmospheric oxygen, thereby extending their 
submerged endurance and operational capabilities. 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Israel is facing a strategic defeat in Gaza (02 July) 
The Palestine question is back in West Asia’s geopolitics, with an emphasis on the two-state 

solution, marking a defeat for Israel 

• On October 7, 2023, Hamas attacked Israel, killing at least 1,200 people. 

• In response, Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu declared a war on Gaza to 

"crush" Hamas. 

• Israel's leaders have stated that their main objective is to "eliminate" Hamas. 

• Gaza, located between Israel and the Mediterranean Sea, has been under an Israeli 

blockade since 2007. 

• After the October 7 attack, Israel imposed a total siege on Gaza and launched heavy air 

strikes followed by a full-scale invasion. 

• The war has devastated Gaza, displacing almost the entire pre-war population of 2.3 

million. 

• More than 37,000 people (about 1.7% of Gaza's population) have been killed, and over 

86,000 people (about 3.7% of the population) have been wounded. 

• On June 19, after 256 days of fighting, IDF spokesperson Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari 

stated that Hamas cannot be eliminated as it is an idea and a party rooted in the hearts 

of the people. 

Lack of victory 

• Israel wanted a quick and decisive victory against Hamas. 

• Israel aimed to destroy Hamas's governing structures, defeat its brigades, destroy tunnel 

networks, kill its top leaders, free over 240 hostages, and strengthen its deterrence. 

• After more than eight months of fighting, even the IDF questions the achievability of 

these objectives. 

• Hezbollah, a powerful Shia militia from Lebanon, launched controlled attacks from 

southern Lebanon to Israel’s Upper Galilee region. 

• Hezbollah’s attacks have displaced around 60,000 Israelis. 

• Israel has conducted strikes in Lebanon targeting Hezbollah but has not launched a full-

scale war. 

• Controlled aggression does not deter Hezbollah, and the displaced Israelis cannot return 

home without a ceasefire. 

• Hezbollah demands a ceasefire in Gaza before ceasing its attacks. 

• Invading Lebanon is an option, but it is risky as the last war in 2006 did not end well for 

Israel. 

• Fighting Hezbollah, deeply integrated into Lebanon's state and society, would be more 

dangerous and difficult than the conflict with Hamas. 



 

 

The Iran challenge 

• Israel's second problem is Iran. 

• Israel adopted a two-pronged approach: attack Gaza and target Hamas's allies. 

• Israel carried out air strikes on Iranian military officers in Syria. 

• Israel miscalculated Iran's response when it attacked the Iranian embassy in Damascus. 

• Iran retaliated with a barrage of missiles and drones. 

• This weakened Israel's deterrence against non-state actors. 

• Iran is expanding its nuclear programme, increasing enriched uranium production at 

Fordow and Natanz. 

• Israel views Iran's nuclear programme as its top security threat. 

• Israel is currently stuck in conflicts with Gaza and Hezbollah. 

• Israel has not attacked Iranian officers in other countries since Iran's retaliation. 

• Israel and the US do not want a war with Iran, giving Iran an opportunity to accelerate 

its nuclear programme. 

• Israel's Arab normalization efforts are stalled. 

• Saudi Arabia demands a Palestinian state for peace with Israel. 

• Israel faces global isolation for its conduct in the war. 

• Two UN resolutions for a Gaza ceasefire were ignored by Israel. 

• There is a genocide case against Israel at the ICJ. 

• The ICC prosecutor seeks arrest warrants for Israeli and Hamas leaders. 

• Student protests in the West pressure governments to act against Israel. 

• U.S. support for Israel faces rising dissent in Washington. 

The Palestine question 

• Israel aimed to keep the Palestine occupation a non-issue globally. 

• The 2020 Abraham Accords suggested Arab countries prioritized engagement over the 

Palestine issue. 

• Hamas's October 7 attack and the Gaza war have revived the Palestine issue in West 

Asia. 

• The two-state solution has gained renewed focus. 

• Ireland, Norway, and Spain recognized Palestine in May 2024, with more countries likely 

to follow. 

• This shift is a setback to Israel's policy of marginalizing the Palestine question. 

• The Gaza war is unresolved, and tensions with Hezbollah are rising. 

• Iran has halted Israel's attacks on its officers and is expanding its nuclear program. 

• Houthis are engaging the U.S. in the Red Sea. 

• Israel faces global criticism for the war, and the Palestine issue is prominent again. 

• Netanyahu's aim for strategic dominance has resulted in a more hostile environment. 



 

 

• Israel's dilemma is that prolonged war without clear objectives worsens the strategic 

situation. 

• Israel needs a comprehensive review of its strategies. 

• If Netanyahu cannot manage this, Israelis should consider new leadership. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Sense of uncertainty: On the new criminal laws, 

state of preparedness (02 July) 
Amid doubt and fear, new criminal laws take over an unready system 

• Three new criminal laws have come into force in the country. 

• There are concerns that the policing and judicial systems are not ready for their 

implementation. 

• Training and preparedness among police personnel are reportedly minimal. 

• The government set July 1 as the start date for these laws. 

• The new laws are: 

o Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (replacing the Indian Penal Code) 

o Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (superseding the Code of Criminal 

Procedure) 

o Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (replacing the Indian Evidence Act) 

• The Union government opted to implement the laws despite the lack of complete 

readiness. 

• The duration of the initial period of confusion is uncertain. 

• More time should have been given for preparation before enforcing the new laws. 

• The new laws have obscure names, leading to questions about the lack of English 

equivalents and the use of unfamiliar Hindi names. 

• There was no name change for the criminal procedure code when updated in 1973. 

• Concerns exist that the laws were not fully debated in the legislature or widely 

discussed with civil society. 

• There are fears that new provisions, like multiple tranches of police custody, will 

empower the police at the citizen's disadvantage. 

• Including ‘terrorism’ as an offence in ordinary penal law may cause confusion. 

• The Centre allows states to make amendments, but there is no guarantee of early 

Presidential assent. 

• Some procedural reforms, such as registering FIRs regardless of jurisdiction and 

videography of searches and seizures, are positive. 

• Overall, there is uncertainty about the impact of these new laws. 

 

The Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS) 
 
The primary objective of CCTNS is to facilitate the collection, storage, retrieval, analysis, transfer, and 
sharing of data and information at the police station and between the police station and other 
organizations, including police stations, district and state police headquarters, courts, and prisons. 
Components: 



 

 

• National Database: A central repository of crime and criminal data that can be accessed by law 
enforcement agencies across the country. 

• State Database: Databases maintained at the state level, integrated with the national database. 
• Police Station Systems: Digital systems implemented at police stations to record and track crime 

and criminal data. 

 

02 Jule 2024                      MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION 
 
GS Paper II: Justice System 
 
Question:  Evaluate the preparedness of the Indian policing and judicial systems for the implementation of 
the new criminal laws. What steps should be taken to ensure a smooth transition?      (250 Words/15 Marks) 
 
Question: Critically analyze the potential challenges and pitfalls that may arise during the implementation 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, and Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam. How 
can these challenges be mitigated?       (250 Words/15 Marks) 
 

प्रश्न: नए आपराधिक कानून ों के कार्ाान्वर्न के धिए भारतीर् पुधिस और न्याधर्क प्रणाधिर् ों की तैर्ाररर् ों का मूल्ाोंकन 

करें। सुचारू सोंक्रमण सुधनधित करने के धिए क्या कदम उठाए जाने चाधिए? (250 शब्द/15 अोंक) 
 

प्रश्न: भारतीर् न्यार् सोंधिता, भारतीर् नागररक सुरक्षा सोंधिता और भारतीर् साक्ष्य अधिधनर्म के कार्ाान्वर्न के दौरान 

उत्पन्न ि ने वािी सोंभाधवत चुनौधतर् ों और कधमर् ों का आि चनात्मक धवशे्लषण करें। इन चुनौधतर् ों क  कैसे कम धकर्ा जा 

सकता िै? (250 शब्द/15 अोंक) 
 
ANSWER APPROACH 
 

• Introduce your answer with a brief overview of the new criminal laws (Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, and Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam). 

• Then bring analysis of current preparedness such as Training and Workshops, Technological 
Upgrades, and Uncertainty and Gaps. 

• In the last conclude with a call for proactive measures to ensure a smooth transition and uphold the 
rule of law. 

 
ANSWER 
 
           The introduction of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, and Bharatiya 
Sakshya Adhiniyam marks a significant overhaul of India's criminal justice system, replacing the Indian Penal 
Code, Code of Criminal Procedure, and Indian Evidence Act, respectively. However, several challenges and 
pitfalls are anticipated during their implementation, as highlighted by recent reports and expert opinions. 
 
Challenges and Pitfalls 

• Lack of Preparedness: The article underscores widespread concerns regarding the preparedness of 
the policing and judicial systems. Apart from some rudimentary training sessions and workshops, 



 

 

there appears to be no comprehensive plan to equip police personnel at all levels with the necessary 
knowledge and skills to implement these new laws effectively. This gap could lead to confusion and 
inefficiency in law enforcement. 

• Insufficient Training: The transition to new legal frameworks necessitates extensive training for 
police, legal professionals, and judicial officers. The current efforts, which include basic training and 
limited workshops, seem inadequate. Without robust training programs, the new laws may be 
misinterpreted or improperly applied, undermining their intended benefits. 

• Language and Accessibility Issues: The new laws are named in Hindi, which has sparked concerns 
about accessibility and inclusivity. The absence of English equivalents could pose comprehension 
challenges for non-Hindi speakers, potentially alienating a significant portion of the legal fraternity 
and the public, and leading to inconsistencies in application across different regions. 

• Debate and Consultation: There is a persistent feeling that these laws were not sufficiently debated 
in the legislature or discussed with civil society. Effective lawmaking requires broad-based 
consultations to ensure that diverse perspectives are considered. The perceived lack of thorough 
debate may result in provisions that are not fully aligned with societal needs or that inadvertently 
create new issues. 

• Enhanced Police Powers: The provision allowing police custody in multiple tranches is particularly 
contentious. It raises fears of increased police power, potentially to the detriment of citizens' rights. 
This could lead to misuse of authority and violations of due process, eroding public trust in the 
criminal justice system. 

• Inclusion of Terrorism in Penal Law: Incorporating 'terrorism' as an offense in ordinary penal law, 
in addition to existing special anti-terrorism laws, may create legal ambiguities and enforcement 
challenges. This dual approach could lead to overlaps, conflicts, and confusion among law 
enforcement agencies. 

• State Amendments and Presidential Assent: While states have the freedom to amend these laws, 
there is no guarantee of prompt Presidential assent.  

Mitigation Strategies 

• Comprehensive Training Programs: Implement extensive training programs for police, legal 
professionals, and judicial officers, including practical workshops and continuous education, to 
ensure they are well-versed in the new laws and their application. 

• Multilingual Versions: Provide official translations of the laws in English and other regional 
languages to ensure inclusivity and accessibility. This would facilitate better understanding and 
uniform application across the country. 

• Enhanced Stakeholder Engagement: Engage in broader consultations with legal experts, civil society 
organizations, and the public to gather feedback and make necessary amendments. This 
participatory approach can help address potential issues and enhance the effectiveness of the laws. 

• Safeguards Against Misuse: Introduce stringent safeguards and oversight mechanisms to prevent 
the misuse of enhanced police powers. This could include judicial oversight of police custody and 
regular audits to ensure compliance with legal standards. 

• Clear Guidelines on Terrorism Provisions: Develop clear guidelines and protocols for the application 
of terrorism-related provisions to avoid overlaps and conflicts with existing anti-terrorism laws. This 
clarity will aid law enforcement agencies in their duties. 



 

 

• Expedited Process for State Amendments: Establish a streamlined process for states to obtain 
Presidential assent for amendments, ensuring that regional adaptations do not lead to prolonged 
delays or inconsistencies. 

 
Thus, while the new criminal laws have the potential to modernize and improve India's criminal justice 
system, their successful implementation hinges on addressing the identified challenges through 
comprehensive training, inclusive language policies, stakeholder engagement, and robust safeguards 
against misuse. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Waiting for the reformist: On the Iran election (02 

July) 
Iran’s theocratic state is unlikely to give space to a popular reformist 

• No candidate won 50% of the vote in Iran’s snap presidential election, leading to a run-

off on July 5. 

• The run-off will be between reformist Masoud Pezeshkian (42.5% votes) and 

conservative Saeed Jalili (38.8% votes). 

• Conservative Parliament Speaker Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf finished third with 13.8% 

vote share. 

• The election was necessitated by President Ebrahim Raisi’s death in a helicopter crash in 

May. 

• Iran is experiencing public anger due to economic hardships and heightened cultural 

policing. 

• Iran faces pressure to control proxies like Yemen’s Houthis and Lebanon’s Hezbollah, 

especially after the Israel-Hamas war. 

• Iran is expanding its nuclear programme, defying international pressure. 

• Tensions with Israel increased after Iran launched a missile attack in April. 

• The new President is unlikely to change core policies but will influence how they are 

implemented. 

• Reformist politicians like Khatami and Rouhani won on promises of change but failed to 

open up the tightly controlled system. 

• Economic woes from Western sanctions have made voters apathetic. 

• Voter turnout was 39.9% this year, a record low compared to 80% in 2009. 

• All branches of the state are under conservative control, with many reformist politicians 

barred from contesting. 

• Even if reformists win, they are constrained by unelected institutions like the Supreme 

Leader and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. 

• Conservative dominance and the clergy’s refusal to change are undermining Iran's 

limited democracy. 

• Economic hardships and repression over the Islamic code are increasing dissent. 

• Iran held an election amidst crises, but its rulers should heed the growing dissent and 

consider political and social reforms. 

 



 

 

International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC):  
• Iran is a crucial member of the INSTC, which is a multi-

modal transportation network connecting India, Iran, 
Russia, and several Central Asian countries.  

• The main participants in the INSTC include India, Iran, 
Russia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and 
Oman. Other countries in the region are also involved in 
various capacities. 

• The corridor aims to shorten the transportation time 
for goods traveling between South Asia, Iran, and 
Europe by bypassing traditional routes through the 
Suez Canal. 

Chabahar Port Development:    
• Located in southeastern Iran, Chabahar Port is being 

developed in collaboration with India and Afghanistan.  
• It serves as a strategic transit hub, providing India with 

access to Afghanistan and Central Asia while bypassing 
Pakistan.  

• The port's development aims to enhance trade and 
connectivity in the region. 

 

 



 

 

• Modernization and Innovation: Introducing policies that encourage technological advancements, 
innovation, and digital transformation across sectors to enhance productivity and competitiveness. 

• Structural Reforms: Addressing structural bottlenecks in the economy such as labor market reforms, tax 
reforms, land acquisition reforms, and simplification of regulatory frameworks to improve ease of doing 
business. 

 

The Kerala Left needs to look in the mirror (02 July) 
It cannot counter the Right by adopting the latter’s playbook or by electoral engineering 

• The 2024 Lok Sabha elections in Kerala showed significant changes: 

• BJP won its first historic seat in the state. 

• NDA's vote share increased by 3.57% to 19.21%. 

• BJP increased its vote share to over 30% in three constituencies, up from one in 2019. 

• BJP emerged first in 11 Assembly segments, compared to one in 2019, and second in 

nine segments, down from seven. 

• These gains came partly at the expense of Left strongholds. 

• The Left's electoral setback is not just due to anti-incumbency but also due to financial 

issues and corruption allegations against the CPI(M)-led government. 

• The communist movement in Kerala historically mobilized peasant and working classes, 

addressing class, caste, and linguistic exclusions. 

• The Left's influence in Kerala society, built through civil society and cultural 

engagements, is now being challenged by the rise of Hindutva. 

• The 2024 Lok Sabha election results in Kerala have raised concerns for the Left due to 

significant shifts. 

• BJP secured its first historic seat in Kerala and saw a rise in vote share to 19.21%. 

• BJP's vote share crossed 30% in three constituencies, up from one in 2019, and 

performed well in Assembly segments. 

• Left strongholds were affected, partly due to anti-incumbency and allegations of 

corruption against the CPI(M)-led government. 

• Kerala's communist movement historically mobilized peasants and working classes, 

addressing class, caste, and linguistic exclusions. 

• The Left's cultural and societal influence, known as "Left common sense," faces 

challenges with the rise of Hindutva. 

• Kerala has seen a growth in RSS shakhas, particularly active around temples and 

festivals, impacting cultural narratives. 

• The shift towards Hindu nationalism mirrors Gramsci's concept of a "war of position," 

influencing cultural ideology. 

• Despite recent electoral victories, the Left in Kerala struggles to counter the cultural 

dominance of the Right. 



 

 

• Issues like the Sabarimala temple entry controversy have forced the Left to adjust its 

stance, reacting rather than initiating new ideological programs. 

• The Left's response includes organizing secular events during religious festivals, but 

faces criticisms for its stance on international issues like Palestine. 

• Kerala's Left is also criticized for developing authoritarian tendencies under Chief 

Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, diverging from its traditional collective leadership approach. 

• The rise of personality cults and intolerance towards dissent through legal actions 

against political leaders and journalists is noted as unprecedented in Kerala's political 

history. 

• The Left cannot counter the Right by adopting their strategies or through electoral 

tactics alone. 

• True progress can only come through revitalizing democracy and achieving complete 

equality in class, caste, and gender. 

• Despite communist promises, Dalits and Adivasis in Kerala remain marginalized in 

socioeconomic terms. 

• Hindutva appeals to some marginalized groups due to disillusionment with secular 

alternatives. 

• In recent elections, 32% of OBC Ezhavas/Thiyyas voted for the NDA, signaling shifts in 

political allegiance. 

• The People’s Plan initiated in 1996 aimed at bottom-up participatory planning but has 

seen a decline in local government powers since then. 

• To revive Kerala's welfare state, there is a need to strengthen local democracy against 

top-down development projects and economic populism promoted by the Right. 

A tool to ensure complete voter anonymity (02 

July) 
The Election Commission has repeatedly proposed the use of totaliser to avoid identification 

of areas according to voting behaviour. But the government has said it does not serve a larger 

public interest 

• Devesh Chandra Thakur, a Janata Dal (United) candidate from Sitamarhi Lok Sabha seat, 

made controversial remarks breaching the Model Code of Conduct. 

• He stated that Muslims and Yadavs, who did not support him in the elections, should 

not expect help from him, but they could come for tea and snacks. 

• His remarks were criticized for undermining democratic principles and the constitutional 

duty of elected representatives. 

• The Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), despite losing in the constituency, emphasized that 

elected leaders should work for everyone without discrimination based on caste or 

community. 



 

 

• Thakur's party, JD(U), attempted to mitigate the backlash from his statements through 

issued statements. 

The ECI’s proposal 

• Voter secrecy is crucial in elections to prevent retribution or inducements affecting 

voting decisions. 

• Rule 56 of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 mandates rejection of ballot papers 

bearing marks identifying the voter. 

• Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) replaced traditional ballot boxes but do not allow 

mixing of ballot papers from different boxes during counting. 

• The totaliser system was proposed in 2007 to address concerns about voter 

identification based on booth-level voting patterns. 

• Authorized EVM manufacturers, in consultation with the Technical Experts Committee 

of the Election Commission of India (ECI), developed and demonstrated the totaliser in 

2008. 

• Political parties initially had no objections to using the totaliser, which was trialed in 

bye-elections in 2009 in Meghalaya and Uttar Pradesh. 

• Since then, the adoption of totalisers has been debated among the ECI, government, 

and courts, with delays and changes in government stance affecting its implementation. 

• In August 2011, the Madras High Court in W.P. 11919/2011 directed the government to 

consider the Election Commission of India's (ECI) recommendation to amend Rules for 

introducing the totaliser system. 

• The ECI estimated it would take about four months to fully deploy the totaliser system. 

• Despite initial efforts, there was a delay in implementing the totaliser system after the 

ECI's recommendation. 

• In April 2014, Yogesh Gupta filed W.P. 422/2014 in the Supreme Court, seeking to 

preserve voter privacy by declaring Parliamentary Constituency results as a whole 

instead of separately by voting machine. 

• The ECI supported the totaliser system in its counter-affidavit filed in June 2014, 

emphasizing the need for Rules amendment. 

• The Supreme Court sought clarification on whether the ECI could issue instructions for 

totaliser use without amending existing Rules. 

Political parties’ views 

• The Law Commission of India, in its 255th Report, supported the Election Commission's 

proposal to introduce totaliser for counting votes. 

• In February 2016, the government argued in the Yogesh Gupta case that totaliser usage 

did not serve a significant public interest. 

• The Election Commission strongly advocated for the use of totaliser to protect voter 

interests, conducting a demonstration for political parties in March 2016. 



 

 

• Political parties varied in their support: BSP, Congress, and NCP were in favor; CPI(M) 

suggested phased introduction; CPI did not express a view; BJP opposed totaliser. 

• In 2016, the government referred the matter to a group of ministers, which concluded 

that revealing booth-wise voting patterns would benefit development activities. 

• In October 2017, Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay filed W.P (C) No. 927/2017 seeking the use 

of totaliser, supported by the EC. 

• The issue of data leakage from EVMs was raised by the government in response. 

• The matter has remained inactive since March 2018, prompting debate on whether 

technology can mitigate biases and tendencies. 

 



 

 

 

 

The LGBTQIA+ community refers to a diverse group of individuals who identify as lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, asexual, and others whose sexual orientations, 
gender identities, or expressions do not conform to heterosexual and cisgender norms. 

 

National Legal Services Authority v. Union of India (2014):  

• This judgment recognized the "third gender" or transgender persons.  



 

 

• The court acknowledged the rights of individuals who don't identify as male or female 
to self-identify their gender.  

• It directed the government to grant legal recognition to transgender identities and 
provide them with various welfare benefits. 

Navtej Johar v. Union of India (2018):  

• This case involved a curative petition challenging the earlier judgment of Suresh 
Kumar Koushal v. NAZ Foundation (2013) that upheld Section 377 of the Indian Penal 
Code, criminalizing consensual same-sex relationships.  

• A five-judge bench of the Supreme Court, in a historic decision, struck down Section 
377 to the extent that it criminalized homosexuality.  

• This judgment recognized the right to equality and dignity for LGBTQ individuals and 
paved the way for greater acceptance. 

Anjali Guru Sanjana Jaan v. Union of India (2022):  

• This case expanded the definition of family to include same-sex couples and queer 
relationships.  

• This judgment has implications for inheritance rights, property rights, and other 
aspects where family status is considered. 

"Same-Sex Marriage Petitions Case" or "Same-Sex Marriage Legalization Petitions Case":  

• It's important to note that in October 2023, the Supreme Court rejected petitions 
seeking to legalize same-sex marriage in India.  

• The court clarified that it doesn't have the authority to modify the Special Marriage 
Act and that the responsibility lies with the legislature. 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Finance Commission outlined in Article 280 of the Constitution of India: 
Composition 

1. Appointment: The Finance Commission is constituted by the President of India every five years or 
earlier as deemed necessary. 

2. Members: It consists of a Chairman and four other members appointed by the President. They serve 
for a term specified by the President and may be eligible for reappointment. 

3. Qualifications and Selection: Parliament determines the qualifications of Commission members and 
the selection process. The Chairman is typically someone with experience in public affairs, while the 
other members are chosen from individuals with expertise in: 

o Judiciary (High Court judge or qualified to be one) 
o Finance and government accounts 
o Financial administration 
o Economics 

Functions 

• Distribution of Tax Proceeds: Recommending the division of net tax proceeds between the Union 
Government and State Governments. It also advises on the allocation of these shares among the 
states. 

• Grants-in-Aid: Determining the principles governing grants-in-aid to states from the Consolidated 
Fund of India under Article 275 of the Constitution. These grants are aimed at supporting state 
finances. 

• Local Bodies' Resources: Advising on measures to augment the Consolidated Fund of a state to 
enhance the resources of Panchayats and municipalities within the state. This is based on 
recommendations from State Finance Commissions. 



 

 

• Other Matters: Addressing any additional issues referred by the President that are crucial for 
maintaining sound financial management and stability. 

 

Union (Central Government): 

• The Union Government has the authority to levy and collect taxes on specific subjects mentioned in the 
Union List under the Seventh Schedule of the Indian Constitution. These subjects include: 

o Income Tax: Tax on income, corporate profits, and capital gains falls under the purview of the 
Central Government. 

o Customs Duty: Taxes on goods imported into the country. 
o Central Excise Duty: Taxes on goods manufactured or produced in India. 
o Service Tax/Goods and Services Tax (GST): Tax on services and goods at the national level. 
o Other taxes within the exclusive domain of the Central Government as specified in the Union 

List. 
State Governments: 

• State Governments have the power to levy and collect taxes on subjects specified in the State List of 
the Seventh Schedule. State-level taxes include: 

o Value Added Tax (VAT)/Sales Tax: Tax on the sale of goods within a state. 
o Stamp Duty: Tax on legal documents, agreements, and transactions. 
o State Excise Duty: Tax on alcohol and liquor for consumption within the state. 
o Land Revenue: Tax on land holdings and property within the state. 
o Professional Tax: Tax on professional earning individuals within the state. 

Local Bodies (Municipalities and Panchayats): 

• Local bodies, such as municipalities and panchayats, have the power to levy and collect taxes for local 
services and governance. Some common taxes levied by local bodies include: 

o Property Tax: Tax on residential, commercial, and industrial properties within the jurisdiction of 
the local body. 

o Octroi: Tax on the entry of goods into a local area for consumption. 
o Water Tax: Tax on the consumption of water supply services. 
o LPT (Local Body Tax): Tax levied by local bodies for services rendered at the local level, such as 

maintenance of roads, sanitation, and public facilities. 

 

15th FC’s nine guiding principles require a revisit: 
 

• Equity: Ensuring fairness and equity in the distribution of financial resources among states, taking into 
account their respective needs and capabilities. 

• Efficiency: Promoting efficient use of resources by encouraging fiscal discipline, rationalization of 
expenditures, and effective governance practices. 

• Balance: Striking a balance between the requirements of national development and the needs of 
individual states, with due consideration to regional disparities. 

• Sustainability: Ensuring sustainability of public finances and fiscal stability, both at the Union and State 
levels, to promote long-term economic growth and stability. 



 

 

• Inter-State and Intra-State Equity: Addressing disparities not only between states but also within 
states, particularly focusing on equitable development across regions and communities. 

• Core Commitments and Fiscal Federalism: Upholding the principles of fiscal federalism and respecting 
the autonomy of states while ensuring compliance with core national objectives. 

• Accountability and Transparency: Promoting accountability and transparency in financial transfers, 
allocation of resources, and utilization of funds by states and local bodies. 

• Incentivizing Reforms: Providing incentives to states for implementing reforms in areas such as public 
finance management, revenue mobilization, and governance. 

• Inclusivity: Ensuring that the allocation of resources and financial transfers benefit all segments of 
society, including marginalized and disadvantaged groups. 

 

 

The Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) 
• The Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) is an economic indicator derived from monthly surveys of 

private sector companies.  

• It provides information about the prevailing economic trends in the manufacturing and service sectors.  
 
Definition 

• The Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) is a measure of the prevailing direction of economic trends in 
the manufacturing and service sectors.  

• It is calculated based on surveys of purchasing managers, who are responsible for buying goods and 
services for their organizations. 

Components 



 

 

The PMI is based on five major indicators: 
1. New Orders: Measures the level of new orders placed with manufacturers. 
2. Inventory Levels: Indicates the level of inventory held by manufacturers. 
3. Production: Measures the production level of goods. 
4. Supplier Deliveries: Tracks the speed of deliveries by suppliers. 
5. Employment Environment: Assesses the employment trends within the sector. 

 

 

 

PRELIMS PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

Question 1: Consider the following statements regarding the Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI): 
1. PMI is a survey-based measure that assesses the manufacturing and services sectors separately. 
2. A PMI score below 50 indicates economic expansion. 
3. PMI is usually released at the start of every month and is considered a leading indicator of economic 

activity. 
4. PMI reports are compiled by the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 and 3 only 
b) 2 and 4 only 
c) 1, 3, and 4 only 
d) 1, 2, and 3 only 

Question 2: With reference to the Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI), consider the following statements: 
1. PMI is a number from 0 to 100, where a score above 50 represents economic expansion. 
2. The PMI data is released annually and is used as a lagging indicator of economic activity. 
3. PMI includes data on new orders, inventory levels, production, supplier deliveries, and employment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only                           b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only                d) 1, 2, and 3 

Question 3: With reference to Project-75I, consider the following statements: 
1. Project-75I is an initiative by the Indian Navy to construct nuclear-powered submarines. 
2. The project aims to build submarines with air-independent propulsion systems. 
3. The submarines under Project-75I will be constructed entirely in foreign shipyards. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 2 and 3 only 

Question 4: Consider the following statements about Project-75I: 
1. The project aims to incorporate advanced stealth features in the submarines. 
2. It is being executed under the Ministry of Defense's Strategic Partnership model. 
3. Project-75I will exclusively use indigenous components and technology. 



 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 2 only 
d) 1, 2, and 3 

Question 5: With reference to the Finance Commission of India, consider the following statements: 
1. The Finance Commission is a constitutional body. 
2. The recommendations made by the Finance Commission are binding on the government. 
3. The Finance Commission is constituted every five years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2, and 3 

Question 6: Consider the following statements regarding the Finance Commission: 
1. The Finance Commission is responsible for defining the principles that should govern the grants-in-aid 

to the states by the Centre. 
2. The Finance Commission's recommendations on the distribution of tax revenues are binding on the 

government. 
3. The Finance Commission also suggests measures needed to augment the Consolidated Fund of a State 

to supplement the resources of the Panchayats and Municipalities. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 1 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2, and 3 

Question 7: Consider the following statements about the Higgs Boson or "God Particle": 
1. The Higgs Boson is an elementary particle in the Standard Model of particle physics. 
2. Its discovery was confirmed by experiments conducted at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) in CERN. 
3. The Higgs Boson is responsible for giving mass to other fundamental particles through the Higgs 

mechanism. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2, and 3 

Question 8: Consider the following statements regarding the Higgs Boson, often referred to as the "God 
Particle": 

1. The Higgs Boson is an elementary particle predicted by the Standard Model of particle physics. 
2. The discovery of the Higgs Boson was confirmed by experiments conducted at the Fermi National 

Accelerator Laboratory (Fermilab) in the United States. 
3. The Higgs Boson interacts with other particles through the Higgs field, which is responsible for giving 

particles their mass. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 



 

 

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

 

 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATION 

Question 1: Consider the following statements 
regarding the Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI): 

1. PMI is a survey-based measure that 
assesses the manufacturing and services 
sectors separately. 

2. A PMI score below 50 indicates economic 
expansion. 

3. PMI is usually released at the start of 
every month and is considered a leading 
indicator of economic activity. 

4. PMI reports are compiled by the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 and 3 only 
b) 2 and 4 only 
c) 1, 3, and 4 only 
d) 1, 2, and 3 only 

Answer: a) 1 and 3 only 
Explanation: 

• Statement 1: Correct. PMI is indeed a 
survey-based measure that assesses the 
manufacturing and services sectors 
separately. A composite index is also 
constructed from these two sectors. 

• Statement 2: Incorrect. A PMI score below 
50 indicates economic contraction, not 
expansion. A score above 50 indicates 
expansion, while a reading at 50 indicates no 
change. 

• Statement 3: Correct. PMI is usually released 
at the start of every month and is considered 
a leading indicator of economic activity. 

• Statement 4: Incorrect. PMI reports are 
compiled by IHS Markit, not the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). IHS Markit is part of 
S&P Global and is a global leader in 
information, analytics, and solutions 

Question 2: With reference to the Purchasing 
Managers’ Index (PMI), consider the following 
statements: 

1. PMI is a number from 0 to 100, where a 
score above 50 represents economic 
expansion. 

2. The PMI data is released annually and is 
used as a lagging indicator of economic 
activity. 

3. PMI includes data on new orders, 
inventory levels, production, supplier 
deliveries, and employment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

Answer: c) 1 and 3 only 
Explanation: 

• Statement 1: Correct. As mentioned 
previously, a PMI score above 50 indicates 
expansion in the relevant sector 
(manufacturing or services), while a score 
below 50 suggests contraction. 

• Statement 2: Incorrect. PMI data is released 
monthly, not annually, and is considered a 
leading indicator of economic activity, not a 
lagging indicator. 



 

 

a) 1 only                           b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only                d) 1, 2, and 3 

• Statement 3: Correct. PMI includes data on 
new orders, inventory levels, production, 
supplier deliveries, and employment. 

Question 3: With reference to Project-75I, consider 
the following statements: 

1. Project-75I is an initiative by the Indian 
Navy to construct nuclear-powered 
submarines. 

2. The project aims to build submarines 
with air-independent propulsion systems. 

3. The submarines under Project-75I will be 
constructed entirely in foreign shipyards. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer: b) 2 only 
Explanation: 

• Statement 1: Incorrect. Project-75I is an 
initiative to construct diesel-electric 
submarines, not nuclear-powered 
submarines. 

• Statement 2: Correct. The project aims to 
build submarines with air-independent 
propulsion systems, which enhance 
underwater endurance and stealth. 

• Statement 3: Incorrect. The submarines 
under Project-75I are to be constructed in 
Indian shipyards under a strategic 
partnership model, not entirely in foreign 
shipyards. 

 

Question 4: Consider the following statements 
about Project-75I: 

1. The project aims to incorporate advanced 
stealth features in the submarines. 

2. It is being executed under the Ministry of 
Defense's Strategic Partnership model. 

3. Project-75I will exclusively use indigenous 
components and technology. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 2 only 
d) 1, 2, and 3 

Answer: c) 1 and 2 only 
Explanation: 

• Statement 1: Correct. The project aims to 
incorporate advanced stealth features in the 
submarines, making them less detectable. 

• Statement 2: Correct. It is being executed 
under the Ministry of Defense's Strategic 
Partnership model. 

• Statement 3: Incorrect. Project-75I will use 
both indigenous and foreign components and 
technology, facilitated through technology 
transfer. 

 

Question 5: With reference to the Finance 
Commission of India, consider the following 
statements: 

1. The Finance Commission is a 
constitutional body. 

2. The recommendations made by the 
Finance Commission are binding on the 
government. 

3. The Finance Commission is constituted 
every five years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

Answer: b) 1 and 3 only 
Explanation: 

• Statement 1: Correct. The Finance 
Commission is a constitutional body 
established under Article 280 of the Indian 
Constitution.  
            The Finance Commission is not a 
permanent body; it is constituted every five 
years or at such earlier time as the President 
considers necessary. 



 

 

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2, and 3 

• Statement 2: Incorrect. The 
recommendations made by the Finance 
Commission are advisory and not binding on 
the government. 

• Statement 3: Correct. The Finance 
Commission is constituted every five years. 

Question 6: Consider the following statements 
regarding the Finance Commission: 

1. The Finance Commission is responsible 
for defining the principles that should 
govern the grants-in-aid to the states by 
the Centre. 

2. The Finance Commission's 
recommendations on the distribution of 
tax revenues are binding on the 
government. 

3. The Finance Commission also suggests 
measures needed to augment the 
Consolidated Fund of a State to 
supplement the resources of the 
Panchayats and Municipalities. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 1 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2, and 3 

Answer: b) 1 and 3 only 
Explanation: 

• Statement 1: Correct. The Finance 
Commission is responsible for defining the 
principles that should govern the grants-in-
aid to the states by the Centre. 

• Statement 2: Incorrect. The 
recommendations of the Finance 
Commission are advisory and not binding on 
the government. 

• Statement 3: Correct. The Finance 
Commission also suggests measures needed 
to augment the Consolidated Fund of a State 
to supplement the resources of the 
Panchayats and Municipalities. 

 

Question 7: Consider the following statements 
about the Higgs Boson or "God Particle": 

1. The Higgs Boson is an elementary particle 
in the Standard Model of particle physics. 

2. Its discovery was confirmed by 
experiments conducted at the Large 
Hadron Collider (LHC) in CERN. 

3. The Higgs Boson is responsible for giving 
mass to other fundamental particles 
through the Higgs mechanism. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2, and 3 

Answer: d) 1, 2, and 3 
Explanation: 

• Statement 1: Correct. The Higgs Boson is 
indeed an elementary particle predicted by 
the Standard Model of particle physics. 

• Statement 2: Correct. The discovery of the 
Higgs Boson was confirmed in 2012 through 
experiments conducted at the Large Hadron 
Collider (LHC) at CERN (European 
Organization for Nuclear Research). 

• Statement 3: Correct. The Higgs Boson is 
crucial in the Higgs mechanism, which 
explains how other fundamental particles 
acquire mass. 



 

 

Question 8: Consider the following statements 
regarding the Higgs Boson, often referred to as the 
"God Particle": 

1. The Higgs Boson is an elementary particle 
predicted by the Standard Model of 
particle physics. 

2. The discovery of the Higgs Boson was 
confirmed by experiments conducted at 
the Fermi National Accelerator 
Laboratory (Fermilab) in the United 
States. 

3. The Higgs Boson interacts with other 
particles through the Higgs field, which is 
responsible for giving particles their 
mass. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2, and 3 

Answer: c) 1 and 3 only 
Explanation: 

• Statement 1: Correct. The Higgs Boson is 
indeed an elementary particle predicted by 
the Standard Model of particle physics. It was 
theorized to exist to explain how other 
fundamental particles acquire mass. 

• Statement 2: Incorrect. The discovery of the 
Higgs Boson was confirmed by experiments 
conducted at CERN's Large Hadron Collider 
(LHC) in Switzerland, not at Fermilab in the 
United States. 

• Statement 3: Correct. The Higgs Boson 
interacts with other particles through the 
Higgs field. This field permeates the universe 
and is responsible for giving particles their 
mass through the Higgs mechanism. 

 

 

 


