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Article 171: Composition of Legislative Councils

e The strength of the Legislative Council can be up to one-third of the strength of the
State Legislative Assembly.

e The strength must not be lower than 40.

e One-Third of members shall be elected by electorates consisting of members of
Municipalities, District Boards, and other local bodies as specified by Parliament.

e One-Twelfth members shall be elected by electorates consisting of Graduates for at
least three years of any university in India, or similar qualifications as specified by
Parliament.

One-Twelfth members shall be elected by electorates consisti




Field evaluation trials of submarine
bids under Project-75I complete

GS Paper llI:
dinternal Securit
NEW DELHI

The Navy’s mega-subma-
rine deal under Project-75I,
estimated at over 343,000
crore, has crossed a major
milestone in the process
with the field evaluation
trials (FET) — to check the
compliance of the bids re-
ceived — now complete.
There are two contenders
in the fray: Germany’s
Thyssenkrupp Marine Sys-
tems (TKMS) and Navantia
of Spain.

While an Indian Navy
team visited the TKMS shi-
pyard in March for FET, the
evaluation of Navantia’s
offer was conducted last
week, officials confirmed.

The evaluation report
will now be compiled and
presented to the Defence
Ministry, which will de-
clare the technical com-
plaint bids which is expect-
ed to take about two
months, a defence official
explained.

Diplomatic sources said
that Navantia would be de-

B

Moving forward: Navantia of Spain has offered a vessel based on
its new S80 class of submarines. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

monstrating the Air Inde-
pendent Propulsion (AIP)
system fitted in a subma-
rine operating on the sur-
face and not submerged
and that the submerged
performance would be de-
monstrated in due course.

The design offered by
TKMS, which has part-
nered with Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited
(MDL), is based on its high-
ly successful Class 214 sub-
marine as well as Class
212CD. Navantia, which has
tied up with Larsen & Tou-
bro, has offered a vessel
based on its new S80 class

of submarines, the first of
which was launched in
2021 and was commis-
sioned into the Spanish Na-
vy as S-81 ‘Isaac Peral’ in
November 2023.

The Request For Propo-
sal (RFP) issued by the Na-
vy, detailing the specifica-
tions required, states that
the first submarine should
have indigenous content
(IC) of 45% which should
go up to 60% for the sixth
and last submarine.

The key determinant,
however, to qualify for
P-751 is the AIP system
which enhances the endu-

rance of a submarine.

In the backdrop of a de-
cision on the deal, the top
leaders of Germany and
Spain are scheduled to visit
India in the next few
months during which they
are expected to make a
pitch for an inter-govern-
mental agreement.

German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz is scheduled to visit
India in the second half of
October for inter-govern-
mental consultations.
Spain’s President Pedro
Sanchez is also expected to
visit in the next few
months.

Only Germany and
Spain submitted bids for
the deal. The deal is being
progressed under the Stra-
tegic Partnership model of
the defence acquisition
procedure and L&T and
MDL are the two Indian
shipyards shortlisted to
partner with foreign sub-
marine manufacturers to
produce six advanced con-
ventional submarines in
India under technology
transfer.

Air Independent Propulsion (AIR)systems are propulsion technologies used in submarines
that'allow them to gperateawithout access to atmospheric oxygen, thereby extending their
submerged endurance and operational capabilities.



Why are scientists looking for
the Higgs boson’s best friend?

The top quark is the univer:

reported the most preci

measurement yet of the most
massive subatomic particle we know. The
finding sounds esoteric but it wouldn’t be
an understatement to say it has
implications for the whole univ

The Greek philosopher Empedode

surmised 2,400 years ago that matter
could be broken up into smaller and
smaller pieces until we're left with ai
earth, fire, and water. Since the early 20th
century, phys have broken up matter

instead — as mar
The top quark

Rather than a ‘smaller’ pamde.
contemporary particle ph;

concerned with elusive particles.

More energetic particles often break
down into ones with less energy. The
greater the difference in energy between
that of a particle and the products ot its
decay, the less time the particle

s original form and more quickly it
breaks down. By the mz

p:
also a more energetic particle. And the

most massive particle scientists have
found to date is the top quark.

It is 10-times heavier than a water
molecule, about three-times as much as
copper atom, and 95% as much as a full
caffeine molecule.

As a result, the top quark is so unstable
that it could break up into lighter, more
smb]e particles in less than 10 seconds.

is very lmport'ml

IC:
the sum of m:
multiple sources. An 1mp()nam source for
all elementa
which per\'ddes the entire unnerse A
field” is like a sea of energy and
A e\utdtl()n s in the field are called particles.
, for example, an excitation of

the Higgs field is called the Higgs boson
just as an electron can be considered to
be an excitation of an ‘electron field'.

All these fields engage with each other
in specific w When the ‘electron field’
interacts with the Higgs field at energies
much less than 100 GeV, for example, the
electron particle will acquire some ma
The same thing goes for other elementary
particle giga-electron-volt, is a
unit of energy used in the context of
subatomic particles: 1 joule = 6.24 billion
GeV.)

If the top quark is the most massive
subatomic particle, it is because Higgs
bosons interact most strongly with it. By
measuring the top quark’s mass as
precisely as possible, then, ph

arn a lot about the Higgs boson as well.
sts are intrigued by the top
quark mass as there is something peculiar
about it,” Nirmal Raj, particle theorist and
stant professor at the Indian Institute
of Science, Bengaluru, told The Hindu.
“On the one h;md, it is the one closest to
the 1110 0 which is what one
/* expect before
me.bunn;, it. On the other, all other
[particles like it] are much, much llahter,
mdkmg one \\'L)lldt‘l if lhe lup quai

s heaviest elementary particle.
elementary particles, it interacts most strongly with the Higgs boson partic

‘ach one wi

ighs three-times as much as a copper atom. Its high mas

— and this makes physicists wonder whether our uni

Atunnel inside the Large Hadron Collider during maintenance work. AFP

The universe as we know it

t the rabbit hole goes deeper.

Physi are keen to study the Higgs
boson also because of its own mass,

Importantly, the
e than

expected — which is to say the Higgs field
i aden than e\peued And

vades the universe, the
universe can be said to be more energetit
than expected. This ‘expectation’ comes
from calculations phy have
performed and they don’t have reason to
believe they are wrong. Why does the
Higgs field have so much energy?

Phy have a theory as to how
the Higgs field originally formed (at the
birth of the universe). If they are righ
there is a small yet non-zero chance that
one day in future, the field could go
through a sort of self-adjustment that
reduces its energy and modifies the

se in drastic w
They know the field ha> some potential
energy today and there is a way it could
ome of it to have less and become
ble. There are two ways to get to
r the field to gain
sing it and
more, like climbing one side of a
mountain to get into a deeper valley
the other side. The other is if an event
called quantum tunnelling happens,
whereby the field’s potential energy
would ‘tunnel’ through the mountain
instead of having to climb over it and

ee

The Greek philosopher Empedocles
surmised 2,400 years ago that matter
could be broken up into smaller and
smaller pieces until we're left with air,
earth, fire, and water

drop into the valley yonder.
This is why Stephen Hawking said in
2016 the Higg: bo on could spell the “end
of the universe” as we know it. Even if the
Higgs field stronger than it is
now, the atoms of most chemical
elements will be destroyed, taking stars,
galaxies, and earthlife with them. But
while Haw tedmu:lll\ correct,
other physicist
frequency of the tunnelling event was 1 in
10'° years.
0son’s mass — 126
unit used for subatomic particles
just about enough to keep the uni
its current state; anything else and the
“end” would happen. Such a finel;
value is obvior ous and phy
w u]d llke to know which natural
pro s contribute to it. The top quark
is p1llot this picture by virtue of being
e pamnle in a sense the

S|
ring the top quark ma:
ly has 1mphmuuu> for whether

nding the top quark
Physicists discovered the top quark in
1995 at a particle accelerator in the US
called the Tevatron, measuring its mass
to be 151197 GeV/c?. The Tevatron w
shut down in 2011; physicists continued
to analyse data it had collected and
updated the value three years later to
Other experiments and
research groups yielded more precise
values over time. On June 27, ph:
the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) in
Europe reported the most precise figure
yet: 172.52 GeV
Measuring a top quark’s mass is
difficult when its lifetime is around 10%
seconds. Typically, a particle-smasher
will produce an ultra-hot soup of
i If a top quark is present in this
soup, it will quickly decay into specific
groups of lighter particles. Detectors look
out for these events, and when they
happen track and record their properties.
Finally, computers collect this data and
them to reconstruct the
of the top quark.
will incorporate the
top (]lldl’ 's mass surement into
calculations that inform our
understanding of our universe’s particles.
Some of them will use it to also ques

measuring the top
quark’s ma: key to knowing
whether some other particle with mass
close to that of the top quark could be
hiding in the data.




Chinese rocket
engine goes
Awol during

hot testing

Reuters

Beijing Tianbing Technology Co. said on
Sunday that the first stage of its Tianlong-3
rocket under development had detached
from its launch pad during a test due to a
structural failure and landed in a hilly
area of the city of Gongyi in central China.

There were no reports of casualties
after an initial investigation, Beijing
Tianbing, also known as Space Pioneer,
said in a statement on its official WeChat
account.

Parts of the rocket stage were scattered
within a “safe area” but caused a local
fire, according to a separate statement by
the Gongyi emergency management
bureau.

The fire has since been extinguished
and no one has been hurt, the bureau
said.

The two-stage Tianlong-3 (the name is
Mandarin for “Sky Dragon”) is a partly
reusable rocket under development by
Space Pioneer, one of a small group of
private-sector rocket makers that have
grown rapidly over the past five years.

Falling rocket debris in China after
launches is not unheard of, but it is very
rare anywhere in the world for part of a
rocket under development to make an
unplanned flight out of its test site and

The two-stage Tianlong-3 is a
partly reusable rocket under
development by Space Pioneer,
one of a small group of
private-sector rocket makers that
have seen rapid growth recently

crash.

According to Space Pioneer, the first
stage of the Tianlong-3 ignited normally
during a hot test but later detached from
the test bench due to structural failure
and landed in hilly areas 1.5 km away.

A hot test is one in which fuel is flowed
into the rocket motor being tested and it
is allowed to fire in conditions mimicking
those during lift-off.

A rocket can consist of several stages,
with the first, or lowest, stage igniting and
propelling the rocket upwards upon its
launch.

When the fuel is exhausted, the first
stage falls off, and the second stage
ignites, keeping the rocket in propulsion.
Some rockets have third stages. India’s
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) has
four stages.




Israel is facing a strategic defeat in Gaza (02 July)

The Palestine question is back in West Asia’s geopolitics, with an emphasis on the two-state
solution, marking a defeat for Israel

Lack of victory ®

On October 7, 2023, Hamas attacked Israel, killing at least 1,200 people.
In response, Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu declared a war on Gaza to
"crush" Hamas.

Israel's leaders have stated that their main objective is to "eliminate" Hamas.

Gaza, located between Israel and the Mediterranean Sea, has be INEE
blockade since 2007.
After the October 7 attack, Israel imposed a total siege o
strikes followed by a full-scale invasion.
The war has devastated Gaza, displacing almost the enti ion of 2.3

million.

More than 37,000 people (about 1.7% i en killed, and over
86,000 people (about 3.7% of the population) ha

On June 19, after 256 days of fighti Admiral Daniel Hagari
stated that Hamas cannot be elimina iti i a party rooted in the hearts

of the people.

Israel wanted a quick a isi ainst Hamas.
g structures, defeat its brigades, destroy tunnel
r 240 hostages, and strengthen its deterrence.

home without a ceasefire.

Hezbollah demands a ceasefire in Gaza before ceasing its attacks.

Invading Lebanon is an option, but it is risky as the last war in 2006 did not end well for
Israel.

Fighting Hezbollah, deeply integrated into Lebanon's state and society, would be more
dangerous and difficult than the conflict with Hamas.



The Iran challenge

e Israel's second problem is Iran.
e Israel adopted a two-pronged approach: attack Gaza and target Hamas's allies.

e |Israel carried out air strikes on Iranian military officers in Syria.

e Israel miscalculated Iran's response when it attacked the Iranian embassy in Damascus.
e Iran retaliated with a barrage of missiles and drones.

e This weakened Israel's deterrence against non-state actors.

e |ranis expanding its nuclear programme, increasing enriched ur
Fordow and Natanz.

m production at

e Israel views Iran's nuclear programme as its top security threat.
e Israel is currently stuck in conflicts with Gaza and Hezbol
e Israel has not attacked Iranian officers in other co
e Israel and the US do not want a war with Iran, givin ni accelerate
its nuclear programme.

e Israel's Arab normalization efforts are stalled.

e Saudi Arabia demands a Palestinian state for pe
e Israel faces global isolation for its comduct in

e The ICC prosecutor seeﬁ/
e Student protests in the West pr
e U.S. support for Israel faces risi

nments to act against Israel.
ashington.

The Palestine questi

e Israelaimedt tine occupation a non-issue globally.

The 2020 ested Arab countries prioritized engagement over the

ion has gained renewed focus.
orway, and Spain recognized Palestine in May 2024, with more countries likely

e This shift is a setback to Israel's policy of marginalizing the Palestine question.

e The Gaza war is unresolved, and tensions with Hezbollah are rising.

e Iran has halted Israel's attacks on its officers and is expanding its nuclear program.

e Houthis are engaging the U.S. in the Red Sea.

e |Israel faces global criticism for the war, and the Palestine issue is prominent again.

e Netanyahu's aim for strategic dominance has resulted in a more hostile environment.



Israel's dilemma is that prolonged war without clear objectives worsens the strategic
situation.

Israel needs a comprehensive review of its strategies.

If Netanyahu cannot manage this, Israelis should consider new leadership.

N\
O




S Paper II: Jstice System

Sense of uncertainty

Amid doubt and fear, new criminal laws
take over an unready system
T he three new criminal laws have come in-

to force in the country, amidst wides-

pread fears that the policing and judicial
systems are not yet ready for their introduction.
Barring reports of some rudimentary training to
station-house police personnel, some workshops
here and there, and an upgrade to the Crime and
Criminal Tracking Network and Systems, which
will help ease the filing of complaints in electron-
ic form, the exact level of preparedness among
the upper and lower echelons of the police is un-
known. Earlier the government had appointed
July 1 as the day on which the three laws — the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita in place of the Indian Pe-
nal Code, the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
to supersede the Code of Criminal Procedure and
the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, which has re-
placed the Indian Evidence Act — will come into
force. It appears that the Union government de-
cided that it is better to implement them and let
the police, courts and lawyers fumble their way
towards a rough transition than await a time
when everyone involved in the administration of
criminal law is brought up to speed. How much
the initial period of possible confusion will last is
anybody’s guess. There is little doubt that more
time ought to have been given to the police and
legal fraternity to prepare themselves before the
codes were brought into force.

The very names of the new laws appear ob-
scure, with many questioning why there is no En-
glish equivalent for the new codes, and why they
should bear unfamiliar Hindi names. There was
no change in the name of the criminal procedure
code when the 1898 original was replaced with a
new one in 1973. There is also a persistent feeling
that the laws were not fully debated in the legisla-
ture — even though a Standing Committee of Par-
liament went into the draft and recommended
some changes — or widely discussed with civil so-
ciety. There is a looming fear that some of the
new provisions, especially the one relating to pol-
ice custody that can be availed of in multiple
tranches, will sharply empower the police to the
citizen’s disadvantage. The inclusion of ‘terro-
rism’ as an offence in ordinary penal law in addi-
tion to the present special anti-terrorism law is
bound to cause confusion. The Centre’s announ-
cement that States are free to make their own
amendments is fine, but there is no assurance
that such amendments will get early Presidential
assent. Some procedural reforms such as regis-
tering FIRs regardless of jurisdiction and intro-
duction of videography of searches and seizures
are welcome initiatives, but there is a palpable
sense of uncertainty over the overall impact of
these new laws.




Sense of uncertainty: On the new criminal laws,
state of preparedness (02 July)

Amid doubt and fear, new criminal laws take over an unready system

e Three new criminal laws have come into force in the country.
e There are concerns that the policing and judicial systems are not ready for their
implementation.

e Training and preparedness among police personnel are reporte inimal.
e The government set July 1 as the start date for these law,
e The new laws are:
o Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (replacing the Indi
o Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (supers
Procedure)
o Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (replacing
e The Union government opted to impler€r§
readiness.

nt the i lack of complete

e The duration of the initial period of ¢ ion i cer

e More time should have been given for p ration'hefore enforcing the new laws.

e The new laws have obscure nary ions about the lack of English

equivalents and the use“of unfa .
e There was no name cha al procedure code when updated in 1973.
e Concerns exist that t debated in the legislature or widely

discussed withicivihso

eforms, such as registering FIRs regardless of jurisdiction and
aphy of searches and seizures, are positive.
ere is uncertainty about the impact of these new laws.

°
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The Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS)

The primary objective of CCTNS is to facilitate the collection, storage, retrieval, analysis, transfer, and
sharing of data and information at the police station and between the police station and other
organizations, including police stations, district and state police headquarters, courts, and prisons.
Components:




o National Database: A central repository of crime and criminal data that can be accessed by law
enforcement agencies across the country.

o State Database: Databases maintained at the state level, integrated with the national database.

o Police Station Systems: Digital systems implemented at police stations to record and track crime
and criminal data.

02 Jule 2024 MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION

GS Paper ll: Justice System

Question: Evaluate the preparedness of the Indian policing and judicial syste plementation of
the new criminal laws. What steps should be taken to ensure a smoo ansition? ords/15 Marks)

Question: Critically analyze the potential challenges and pitfal
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha San
can these challenges be mitigated? (250 Words/15 Marks)

TY: TT ATIRIAS B &b HIAaa- & forg
B | GARE A0 YA B o ferg

TY: YRR =g g, HRAI ARG YR&T 9
IEF B aTel JuTfad et 3R S
Jhdl 872 (250 Usa/15 3Hb)

plementation
hya Adhiniyam. How

&g 3MfIfraH & HrafauT & SR
B | 39 Il DY B HH fHar s

ANSWER APPROACH

e Introduce your ans i ief overview of the new criminal laws (Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
Bharatiya Nagarik S and Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam).
° t prteparedness such as Training and Workshops, Technological

ANSWER

The introduction of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, and Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam marks a significant overhaul of India's criminal justice system, replacing the Indian Penal
Code, Code of Criminal Procedure, and Indian Evidence Act, respectively. However, several challenges and
pitfalls are anticipated during their implementation, as highlighted by recent reports and expert opinions.

Challenges and Pitfalls
e Lack of Preparedness: The article underscores widespread concerns regarding the preparedness of
the policing and judicial systems. Apart from some rudimentary training sessions and workshops,




Mitigation Strategies

there appears to be no comprehensive plan to equip police personnel at all levels with the necessary
knowledge and skills to implement these new laws effectively. This gap could lead to confusion and
inefficiency in law enforcement.

Insufficient Training: The transition to new legal frameworks necessitates extensive training for
police, legal professionals, and judicial officers. The current efforts, which include basic training and
limited workshops, seem inadequate. Without robust training programs, the new laws may be
misinterpreted or improperly applied, undermining their intended benefits.

Language and Accessibility Issues: The new laws are named in Hindi, which has sparked concerns
about accessibility and inclusivity. The absence of English equivalent pose comprehension
challenges for non-Hindi speakers, potentially alienating a significan rtion of the legal fraternity
and the public, and leading to inconsistencies in application across di

of thorough
debate may result in provisions that are not fully aligned hat inadvertently
create new issues.

Enhanced Police Powers: The provision allowing poli iple tranches is particularly
contentious. It raises fears of increased poIic’power,

This could lead to misuse of authority and violati
criminal justice system.
Inclusion of Terrorism in Penal Law: Incor
in addition to existing special anti-te
challenges. This dual appro@gh coulc
enforcement agencies.
State Amendments and Pr Mhile states have the freedom to amend these laws,
there is no guarantee of

ing 'te ism' as an offense in ordinary penal law,
ay create legal ambiguities and enforcement
nflicts, and confusion among law

Comprehensive Tr : Implement extensive training programs for police, legal
professionals, anehj cluding practical workshops and continuous education, to
new laws and their application.

ngagement: Engage in broader consultations with legal experts, civil society
organizations;and the public to gather feedback and make necessary amendments. This
participatory approach can help address potential issues and enhance the effectiveness of the laws.
Safeguards Against Misuse: Introduce stringent safeguards and oversight mechanisms to prevent
the misuse of enhanced police powers. This could include judicial oversight of police custody and
regular audits to ensure compliance with legal standards.

Clear Guidelines on Terrorism Provisions: Develop clear guidelines and protocols for the application
of terrorism-related provisions to avoid overlaps and conflicts with existing anti-terrorism laws. This
clarity will aid law enforcement agencies in their duties.




e Expedited Process for State Amendments: Establish a streamlined process for states to obtain

Presidential assent for amendments, ensuring that regional adaptations do not lead to prolonged
delays or inconsistencies.

Thus, while the new criminal laws have the potential to modernize and improve India's criminal justice
system, their successful implementation hinges on addressing the identified challenges through

comprehensive training, inclusive language policies, stakeholder engagement, and robust safeguards
against misuse.

N\
O




Waiting for a reformist

atl

s no candidate managed to win 50% vote
A in the first round of Iran’s snap presiden-

tial elections, the country is headed for a
run-off on July 5 between the top two vote getters
— reformist Masoud Pezeshkian and conservative
Saeed Jalili. Mr. Pezeshkian, a surgeon and law-
maker who was the Minister of Health in the go-
vernment of reformist President Mohammed
Khatami, won 42.5% votes, while Mr. Jalili, Iran’s
former chief nuclear negotiator, got 38.8% votes.
Conservative Parliament Speaker Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf finished third with 13.8% vote
share. The election, which was necessitated by
President Ebrahim Raisi’s death in a helicopter
crash in May, is taking place at a crucial time for
Iran. There is much public anger amid economic
hardships and heightened cultural policing. Iran
is facing pressure to rein in its proxies, mainly Ye-
men’s Houthis and Lebanon’s Hezbollah, particu-
larly after the Israel-Hamas war began. Iran is al-
so expanding its nuclear programme, defying
international pressure, and tensions with Israel
rocketed in April when Tehran launched a missile
attack towards the Jewish state after its embassy
building in Damascus was bombed. A new Presi-
dent, reformist or conservative, is unlikely to
change core policies, but the highest elected offi-
cial in the republic can have a say on how critical
policies are being implemented.

In the past, reformist politicians such as Mr.
Khatami and Hassan Rouhani won huge man-
dates on promises of change, but did little in
opening up the system that is tightly controlled
by the Shia clergy. The failure to reform the sys-
tem from within and alleviate the economic
woes, which are a result of the western sanctions,
have turned sections of the electorate apathetic.
There was a time when Iran’s clerical rulers
would invoke the high participation of voters as a
measure of popular legitimacy for the revolution-
ary regime, which is partly representative and
fully theocratic. If the voter turnout was above
80% in 2009, it was a record low this year —
39.9% This is not a surprise. All branches of the
state are under conservative control, and several
reformist politicians were barred from contest-
ing. Even if reformists win, they are constrained
by unelected institutions such as the office of the
Supreme Leader and the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps. The near-total dominance of the
conservatives over the institutions and the cler-
gy’s refusal to change are hollowing out even the
limited democracy that the revolution had pro-
mised. Economic hardships and repression over
the Islamic code are adding fuel to the fire. Iran
can take pride that it held a presidential election
amidst crises. But its rulers should also take a cue
from the growing dissent and falling voter inter-
est, and be ready for political and social reforms.




Waiting for the reformist: On the Iran election (02
July)

Iran’s theocratic state is unlikely to give space to a popular reformist

No candidate won 50% of the vote in Iran’s snap presidential election, leading to a run-
off on July 5.

The run-off will be between reformist Masoud Pezeshkian (42.5 es) and
conservative Saeed Jalili (38.8% votes).

Conservative Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bager Qalibaf finish 13.8%
vote share.

The election was necessitated by President Ebrahi crashin
May.
Iran is experiencing public anger due to economic har
policing.

d heightened cultural

Iran faces pressure to control proxies Iik&(eme outhis an banon’s Hezbollah,
especially after the Israel-Hamas wa
Iran is expanding its nuclear program i te al pressure.

Tensions with Israel increased after Iran issile attack in April.

The new President is ugkely to icies but will influence how they are

implemented.

Reformist politicians like

Economic w ions have made voters apathetic.
year, a record low compared to 80% in 2009.

Iran held an election amidst crises, but its rulers should heed the growing dissent and
consider political and social reforms.



International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC):

e lIranis a crucial member of the INSTC, which is a multi-
modal transportation network connecting India, Iran,
Russia, and several Central Asian countries.

e The main participants in the INSTC include India, Iran,
Russia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and
Oman. Other countries in the region are also involved in

various capacities.

e The corridor aims to shorten the transportation time
for goods traveling between South Asia, Iran, and
Europe by bypassing traditional routes through the

Suez Canal.

Chabahar Port Development:
e Located in southeastern Iran, Chabahar Port is being
developed in collaboration with India and Afghanistan.
e |t serves as a strategic transit hub, providing India with
access to Afghanistan and Central Asia while bypassing

Pakistan.

e The port's development aims to enhance trade ard
connectivity in the region.

Glossing over unempl

he Indian e y requires 25
I million-plus jobs to be generated over the
next five years in order to employ all

those who are presently unemployed in this

my requires 25

na
lhe Ndrendrd Modi g

an impressively rapid pace o

even if that claim is true, it has not created an
adequate number of appropriate jobs going by

the current unemployment in India.
Using the latest official statistics, the

unemployment rate for people aged 15

above may have dipped from 4.

in 2023, but this is not c

rapid L.D[J grow! th rate of 89

As seen in the results of Ihe 2024 general
election, it is clear that the Bharatiya Janata Party
has paid the price for the setback, thus losing its

in Parliament. It has had to form a
coalition government with parties that follow a

contrary economic ideology.

Inequality gap is widening

The gap between the haves and have-not

widened in the last two decades. More

t the past decade under BJP uentxal
rule, al statistics reveal a sharp rise in wealth

inequality. About 1% of India’s popul

owns 40% of the country’s wealth. This is terrible
Ior any democratic population and state, if not

f the nation.

graphically called “K-shaped”

mequallt) in the economy, i.e.,

consumption, ncome for a few is rising, while for

population, it is sliding, i.e., it is decreasing

rernment has claimed
judged by GDP, grew at

Subramanian
Swamy
a former Union

Minister of Commerce
and Law and Justice

There have
been few takers
for the
government’s
claims about
GDP growth,
reflected in the
election results
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yment, its h

. In public meetings, Prime Minister Modi
has claimed that because of GDP growth in the
last nine years of his tenure, the economy has
lifted 25 crore people out of poverty (by investing
heavily in capital expenditure) Government
economists also claim th.it the Mc C

has succeeded in e

fast-paced econol

happy. This remains to be seen in the I‘IE\[ three

ct, the electoral outcome has raised
ns about this claim which experts of the
s media had touted — that
g large economy in the
world”.

On the contrary, there are few takers for this
claim in the electorate. This is no nfirmed by
the sharp fall in the bench strength of the BJP’s
Members of Parliament in the Luk Sabha. The
decline has in fact been shattering for the party,
which now has to rely on two — one State each —
“regional” parties.

The BJP government’s economic management
needs to be overhauled. However, the recent
announcement of the appointments of the
cabinet Ministers dashes these hopes.

Growth could slip
he Modi government fr equenﬂv claims that the
GDP growth of 8.2% has come on top of
growth in 20 3. How this

funding the government’s massive L'lpltil]
expenditure. But this has not been done by
structural investments in the industrial,

h electoral price

agricultural, and servici s. It may be
recalled that the GDP growth rate in the fourth
quarter of 20 lell from 8% tc

four quarters, namely, April 1-June 30, July
1-Septembe; October 1-December 31, and
°h 31. In the pre-COVID-19 quarter,

Janua 2020 to March 31, 2020, when
comp.
growth dedlned toa

Hence, the 8
by the Finance

2024-25. Indeed, those who study serious
quantitative economics expect growth to slip
further.

Need for a new strategy
During the last decade, this government’s
economists have frequently called for the “next
generation of reforms” to accelerate national
economic growth. It remains to be seen if this is
ble as the BJP has lost its majority in
Parliament and its allies do not have the same
economic perspec as the BJP.
Moreover, in agriculture, 92% of the jobs are in
unorganised sector. In industry and services,
f the jobs created are in the small- and
medium-informal sections. The government and
formal private sector account for a mere 27% of
India now needs a new long-term
a tall order as the BJP lacks a

eulnormst to 5peak lrdn
Ministers.




Modernization and Innovation: Introducing policies that encourage technological advancements,
innovation, and digital transformation across sectors to enhance productivity and competitiveness.
Structural Reforms: Addressing structural bottlenecks in the economy such as labor market reforms, tax
reforms, land acquisition reforms, and simplification of regulatory frameworks to improve ease of doing
business.

r (02 July)

It cannot counter the Right by adopting the latter’s playbook or by el ral engineering

The Kerala Left needs to look in the mir

e The 2024 Lok Sabha elections in Kerala showed significa
e BJP won its first historic seat in the state.
e NDA's vote share increased by 3.57% to 19.21%.
e BJPincreased its vote share to over 30% in three con
e BJP emerged firstin 11 Assembly segments, com i 19, and second in
nine segments, down from seven. ’
e These gains came partly at the expense of
e The Left's electoral setback is not ju
issues and corruption allegations agai
e The communist movement in Ke i zed peasant and working classes,
addressing class, caste‘nd ling i
e The Left's influence in Kerala so i rough civil society and cultural
engagements, is now bgi

communist movement historically mobilized peasants and working classes,

ing class, caste, and linguistic exclusions.

e The Left [tural and societal influence, known as "Left common sense," faces
challenges with the rise of Hindutva.

e Kerala has seen a growth in RSS shakhas, particularly active around temples and
festivals, impacting cultural narratives.

e The shift towards Hindu nationalism mirrors Gramsci's concept of a "war of position,"
influencing cultural ideology.

e Despite recent electoral victories, the Left in Kerala struggles to counter the cultural
dominance of the Right.




e Issues like the Sabarimala temple entry controversy have forced the Left to adjust its
stance, reacting rather than initiating new ideological programs.

e The Left's response includes organizing secular events during religious festivals, but
faces criticisms for its stance on international issues like Palestine.

e Kerala's Left is also criticized for developing authoritarian tendencies under Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, diverging from its traditional collective leadership approach.

e The rise of personality cults and intolerance towards dissent through legal actions
against political leaders and journalists is noted as unprecedenteddmKerala's political
history.

e The Left cannot counter the Right by adopting their strategies or
tactics alone.

equality in class, caste, and gender.

e Despite communist promises, Dalits and Adivasis in
socioeconomic terms.

e Hindutva appeals to some marginalized‘oups
alternatives.

e Inrecent elections, 32% of OBC Ezh
political allegiance.

e NDA, signaling shifts in

e The People’s Plan initiated in 1996 participatory planning but has
seen a decline in local ‘vernm

e Torevive Kerala's welfare state,'th i eed to strengthen local democracy against
top-down developmentgpro ic populism promoted by the Right.

A tooltoe e‘complete voter anonymity (02
July)

oversial remarks breaching the Model Code of Conduct.

e He stated that Muslims and Yadavs, who did not support him in the elections, should
not expect help from him, but they could come for tea and snacks.

e His remarks were criticized for undermining democratic principles and the constitutional
duty of elected representatives.

e The Rashtriya Janata Dal (RID), despite losing in the constituency, emphasized that
elected leaders should work for everyone without discrimination based on caste or
community.



Thakur's party, JD(U), attempted to mitigate the backlash from his statements through
issued statements.

The ECI’s proposal

Political parties’

Voter secrecy is crucial in elections to prevent retribution or inducements affecting
voting decisions.

Rule 56 of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 mandates rejection of ballot papers
bearing marks identifying the voter.

Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) replaced traditional ballot b
mixing of ballot papers from different boxes during counting.

s but do not allow

The totaliser system was proposed in 2007 to address co
identification based on booth-level voting patterns.
Authorized EVM manufacturers, in consultation w mittee
of the Election Commission of India (ECI), developed C e totaliser in
2008.

Political parties initially had no objectio’to usi
bye-elections in 2009 in Meghalaya and Ut
Since then, the adoption of totalise
and courts, with delays and changes i
In August 2011, the Madras High
consider the Election
introducing the totaliser system

affecting its implementation.
2011 directed the government to
ommendation to amend Rules for

The ECl estimated it w ' onths to fully deploy the totaliser system.
Despite initial effort implementing the totaliser system after the
ECl's recomm
In April 2014,
preserve
instead

ing Parliamentary Constituency results as a whole
g machine.
2 totaliser system in its counter-affidavit filed in June 2014,

The Law Commission of India, in its 255th Report, supported the Election Commission's
proposal to introduce totaliser for counting votes.

In February 2016, the government argued in the Yogesh Gupta case that totaliser usage
did not serve a significant public interest.

The Election Commission strongly advocated for the use of totaliser to protect voter
interests, conducting a demonstration for political parties in March 2016.



e Political parties varied in their support: BSP, Congress, and NCP were in favor; CPI(M)
suggested phased introduction; CPI did not express a view; BJP opposed totaliser.

e In 2016, the government referred the matter to a group of ministers, which concluded
that revealing booth-wise voting patterns would benefit development activities.

e In October 2017, Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay filed W.P (C) No. 927/2017 seeking the use
of totaliser, supported by the EC.

e The issue of data leakage from EVMs was raised by the government in response.

e The matter has remained inactive since March 2018, prompting debate on whether
technology can mitigate biases and tendencies.
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At the end of Pride Month, assessing the LGBTQIA+ communities’ rights

Nitika Francis

very year, June is observed
E as Pride Month the world
over. The contributions of
members of the LGBTQIA+ com-
munities are commemorated, and
love, diversity, and acceptance are
celebrated. This year, too, pride
marches were held across India,
not only in metropolises, but also
in smaller towns.
The rights and status of the
L TQIA+ communities y

nalise any expre:
queerness. In countri

gaging in homosexual acti
punished with imprisonment or
worse, death.

While 79 countries have banned
same-sex marriage, 37 have fully
legalised it. Map 2 shows the sta-
tus of same-sex marriage in diffe-

round the world as

A few countries have also left
the communities unrecognised,
rendering their status ambiguous.
India falls under this category.
Some have allowed same-sex cou-
ples to opt for civil unions. While
the Supreme Court of India decri-
minalised hom ality in 2018
by partially striking down Section
377 of the Indian Penal Code, the
Indian queer communities’ plea to
the Court to legalise same-sex un-
ions was rejected in October 2023,
Indian courts have acknowledged
same-sex couples’ right to cohabi-
tation.

Although being queer is not a
crime in India any more, people
who identify as queer still face dis-
crimination, harassment, and ex-
clusion. They are not afforded the
legal aid necessary to protect
themselves from discrimination.

huge vic

course in the face of discrimina-
tion on the basis of gender in
hiring, promotion, termination, or
harassment. The Transgender Per-
sons (Protection of Rights) Act,
2019, prohibits unfair treatment
with regard to employment, edu-
cation, healthcare, public facili-
ties, residence, and more.

India is one of the four coun-
tries in the world that provides
employee legal aid only on the ba-
sis of gender identity, including
transgender persons. However,

teed any

g when discriminated
against on the basis of sexual
orientation. There is no me

around the

are no legal protec-

tions available to queer em-

ployees. Map 3 shows different

stances on employee

discrimination on the basis of gen-
der and sexuality, as of 2024.

In India, members of the

LGBTQIA+ communities cannot be

arents to an
adopted child. However, as per the
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protec-
tion of Children) Act, 2015, a pros-
pective adoptive parent is allowed
to adopt a child irrespective of
marital status.

Currently, 39 countries around
the world allow same- parents
to adopt children, and 45 coun-
tries have banned the same. Ho-
wever, 100 countries have arrange-
ments similar to India, wherein
single parents are allowed to adopt
children, with certain conditions.

The decriminalisation of Sec-
tion 377 was undoubtedly a huge
victory for the LGBTQIA+ com-
munities in India.

However, queer people still
struggle to fight for their constitu-
tional rights, for acceptance in
their families, for recognition and
growth in their jobs, for equality
and justice in their everyday lives
and interactions, and overall inclu-
sion.

for LGBTQIA+ communiti

The map:

Pride and prejudice

= sourced from Our World in Data
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The LGBTQIA+ community refers to a diverse group of individuals who identify as lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, asexual, and others whose sexual orientations,
gender identities, or expressions do not conform to heterosexual and cisgender norms.

e This judgment recognized the "third gender" or transgender persons.

but the road towards equality before the law is long

, death penalty




e The court acknowledged the rights of individuals who don't identify as male or female
to self-identify their gender.
e |t directed the government to grant legal recognition to transgender identities and
provide them with various welfare benefits.
Navtej Johar v. Union of India (2018):
e This case involved a curative petition challenging the earlier judgment of Suresh
Kumar Koushal v. NAZ Foundation (2013) that upheld Section 377 of the Indian Penal
Code, criminalizing consensual same-sex relationships.
e A five-judge bench of the Supreme Court, in a historic decision, k down Section
377 to the extent that it criminalized homosexuality.
e This judgment recognized the right to equality and dignity for L
paved the way for greater acceptance.
Anjali Guru Sanjana Jaan v. Union of India (2022):
e This case expanded the definition of family to in
relationships.
e This judgment has implications for inheritance ri ert hts, and other

als and

ueer

aspects where family status is consideped.
"Same-Sex Marriage Petitions Case" or "Same-Sex Magi iZ@dion Petitions Case":
e |t'simportant to note that in Octo urt rejected petitions

seeking to legalize same-sex marria
e The court clarified that it doesn't hav
Act and that the responsibility

®

\




Will the Hosur airport become a reali

What are the challen
can an airport gain clearance from the Civil Aviation Ministry?

EXPLAINER

njay Vijayakumar

The story so far:

amil Nadu Chief Minister M.K.

Stalin announced in the
gislative assembly plans for

etting up an international

f

airport on 2,000
capacity to handle three crore p
annuallv in the ind 1 town of Hu:ux_

hile l'nL airport has been a long

standing demand of the mdu\n ialists in
the ar
conce:
the Centre and the Bangalore
International Airport Ltd (BIAL),
operator of Kempegowda International
Airport Bengaluru, does not allow for
new or existing airports (except for

ore and Hassan airports) within an
aerial distance of 150 kms before 2033.

What is the significance nl Hosur?

orld among the ency to pmml_m ndustrial
st population h
ith an annual growth rate of
0 g a flourishing
industrial town with prominent
companie:
Ashok Le:
(IANM stablishing sig
operations in the are

ial parks have also
region. To meet the water requirement of
ted in the Hosur area
hing a 20 mekahu-e per
ertiary Treatment Revers:

like floriculture and horticulture.

expected to be completed by September.
th.ar arc »und 3, Oou i

» Tamil Nadu Industri
ster T.R.B Rajaa, the airport project
in Hosur will enhance connectivit
stimulate economic growth, benefiting
not only Hosur but also neighbouring
districts such as Dharmapuri and Salem.

'I he State Industries Promotion
Corporation of Tamil Nadu Limited

s and obstacles to the Hosur airport project proposed by the Tamil Nadu gov
What is the process to be followe

STOCKPHOTO

He has also pointed out that the new

both Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.

‘What about the previous plan?

replying to a question by Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam ( )
MP P.
(retired)
«.ud in the first round of
nal Connect
HLllelne(Rf S)- Ude Desh Ka g
(UDAN), a bid was received for the routes
losur-Chennai and due to the
reement with BIAL the
arded and Hosur airport
s deleted from UDAN document for
future round of bid

'nment? Why is the project beir

What duen the Union Civil Aviation

a g‘leennald airport s| uuld [al\e into
account that no greenfield airport would
be allowed wi | distance of
150 kms of an existing civilian airport. In
case a greenfield airport is proposed to be
set up within 150 kms of an ting
lian airport, the impact on the
be examined and such
would be decided by the
government on a case to case basis. Such
an application shall be first considered by
the Steering Committee, headed by the
Secretary of Civil Aviation. After
considering the application, the Steering
Committee shall make a suitable
recommendation to the Ministry of Civil
Aviation. The Ministry shall place the
matter before the Union Cabinet for i
consideration aml the D would grant
their approval.

ntre granted in-principle

eenfield airport at Jewar

h&sed on the

rnational Airport
s from the Indira Gandhi Internation 1]
(IGI) Airport, Delhi and 65
Hindon Air Force station bhaznbu‘l The
Centre said the air i
region will help decongest the IGI »\ir Q
and w e the people of Del
Ghaziabad, Aligarh, A;
What next?
period to come on n that the
overnment is part of the
i to negotiate
hard with the C enuem get rlle necessary
p the
s other regulatory and
ironmental clearan Setting up the
i ructure for

port is
needs to be overcome.

vroposed for Hosur? How

HE G

-

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister

d plans for
setting up an international
irport on 2,000 acres of land,

of Hosul
from Bel

v

As per the pi
the Civil Avia

Given that the DMK
rernment is part of the

sary relaxation
etting up the
airport.




What is on the agenda for the =i ™o

-

- - > : = i d Despite the efforts of five
inance Commission i,
] ue, distorting the federal structure. .

How important is the Census”
How do other countries devolve funds to their local governments? Why is the Census significant? In the absence of th
reliance on 2011
evidence-based fiscal dE\ UtlDl’l India
important spatial zone for the overall crucial for ULBs, given their financial state | has approximately statutory towns
development of the owever, and the need for stable support until their | and an equal number of Lensus to
i own revenues improve. with an estimated
which are effectiv
e ta ste must b LdpturLd
in dstmcrure in the next decade i Cti f 2 |m.|ud1n2 the 51~
pite the effort si ULBs’ Ti
since the 11th Finance on, enue (excludi erty tax ine guiding
hnannal demlunnn to 5 i out 23% i 2 i . Not all of

llectiun in tandem to the
within the federal . These productivity and quali i i i naintenance of accounts;
amendments intre sub-claus urbanisation without appmpllate fiscal i
action has adverse effects on
development. Intergovernmental
e g transfers (IGTs) to Urban Local
panchayats and municipalities. (ULBs) in India are about 0.5% J financia g 0 S consider India®
much lower than th ypi g e ecades has falle and ensure IG
‘What about cities? Ve ance, C least doubl
report warns that if India
investing in urban infrast
current rates, urban infrastruct
y.” Local ﬂmemmems require | fall short, leading to water supply
issues persi regarding their support from Union and State and untreated sewage.
predictability, earmarking for vulnerable governments through fu Author
government revenues es, thus, are an groups, and horizontal equity. IGTs are functionaries, and technical aid. However, | and Membej

Finance Commission outlined in Article 280 of the Gonstitutioniof India:
Composition

1. Appointment: The Finance Commissign'is constituted, byathe President of India every five years or
earlier as deemed necessary.

2. Members: It consists of a Chairni@n and four oth&r members appointed by the President. They serve
for a term specified by the President.and maygbe eligible for reappointment.

3. Qualifications and Selection: Parliamentidetermines the qualifications of Commission members and
the selection process. The Chairman is typically someone with experience in public affairs, while the
other members are chosen from individuals with expertise in:

o JudiciarygHigh, Courtjudge or'qualified to be one)
o _akinanceland government accounts
6~ Finaneial administration
o nEconamics
Functions

e Distribution of Tax Proceeds: Recommending the division of net tax proceeds between the Union
Government and State Governments. It also advises on the allocation of these shares among the
states.

e Grants-in-Aid: Determining the principles governing grants-in-aid to states from the Consolidated
Fund of India under Article 275 of the Constitution. These grants are aimed at supporting state
finances.

e Local Bodies' Resources: Advising on measures to augment the Consolidated Fund of a state to
enhance the resources of Panchayats and municipalities within the state. This is based on
recommendations from State Finance Commissions.




e Other Matters: Addressing any additional issues referred by the President that are crucial for
maintaining sound financial management and stability.

Union (Central Government):
e The Union Government has the authority to levy and collect taxes on specific subjects mentioned in the
Union List under the Seventh Schedule of the Indian Constitution. These subjects include:
o Income Tax: Tax on income, corporate profits, and capital gains falls under the purview of the
Central Government.
Customs Duty: Taxes on goods imported into the country.
Central Excise Duty: Taxes on goods manufactured or produced i
Service Tax/Goods and Services Tax (GST): Tax on servic
Other taxes within the exclusive domain of the Central G
List.
State Governments:
e State Governments have the power to levy and collect taxes o j pecified in the State List of
the Seventh Schedule. State-level taxes include:
o Value Added Tax (VAT)/Sales Tax: Tax o~1e sal

O O O O

o State Excise Duty: Tax on alcohol an ion within the state.
o Land Revenue: Tax on land holdings a i
o Professional Tax: Tax on profession

Local Bodies (Municipalities and Pan#\yats)'

e Local bodies, such as municipalities and ats, have the power to levy and collect taxes for local
services and governance. Some co d by local bodies include:
o Property Tax: Tax on al, and industrial properties within the jurisdiction of
the local bod

o Octroi: Tax on into a local area for consumption.

tion of water supply services.

quire a revisit:

e Equity: Ensuri irness and equity in the distribution of financial resources among states, taking into
account their respective needs and capabilities.

e Efficiency: Promoting efficient use of resources by encouraging fiscal discipline, rationalization of
expenditures, and effective governance practices.

e Balance: Striking a balance between the requirements of national development and the needs of
individual states, with due consideration to regional disparities.

e Sustainability: Ensuring sustainability of public finances and fiscal stability, both at the Union and State
levels, to promote long-term economic growth and stability.




Inter-State and Intra-State Equity: Addressing disparities not only between states but also within
states, particularly focusing on equitable development across regions and communities.

Core Commitments and Fiscal Federalism: Upholding the principles of fiscal federalism and respecting
the autonomy of states while ensuring compliance with core national objectives.
Accountability and Transparency: Promoting accountability and transparency in financial transfers,
allocation of resources, and utilization of funds by states and local bodies.
Incentivizing Reforms: Providing incentives to states for implementing reforms in areas such as public
finance management, revenue mobilization, and governance.
Inclusivity: Ensuring that the allocation of resources and financial transfgrsbenefit all segments of
society, including marginalized and disadvantaged groups.

PMI signals manufacturing rebound

HSBC India’s June survey of purchasing managers shows fresh hires by manufacturers rose to a 19-year high; consumer
goods record strongest performance, while export order growth eases from May; optimism declines to a three-month low

GS Paper lll

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

anufacturing ac-
Mtivity rebounded
in June, with an

uptick in new orders, out-
put and input purchases,
even as producers raised
goods’ prices by the great-
est extent in more than
two years, and scaled up
hiring to the highest level
in at least 19 years, as per a
survey-based index.

The HSBC India Manu-
facturing Purchasing Man-
agers’ Index (PMI) in-
creased to 58.3 in June,
from May’s 57.5, indicating
a sharper improvement in

Expansion mode

HSBC India’s Manufacturing PMI signals activity rebounded in
June, with an uptick in new orders, output, input purchases

u The PMlin-
creased to 58.3in
June, from May’s
reading of 57.5

m Producers’
optimism about
prospects in the
coming year slid
to a 3-month low,
29% see growth

business conditions.
Producers’ optimism
about prospects in the
coming year slid to a three-
month low, with about
29% expecting growth over

The Purchasing Managershindex (PMI)
The Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) is an economic indicator derived from monthly surveys of

m Performance of the consumer goods
industry was strong

the year ahead.

The performance of the
consumer goods industry
was strong, with substan-
tial increases were also
noted in the intermediate

and investment goods ca-
tegories, HSBC said in a
statement on the index. In-
termediate goods makers
registered the quickest in-
crease in input costs, while
consumer goods produc-
ers led the upturn in out-
put charges.

Although input costs re-
ceded from May levels,
they were still among the
highest in two years. Feed-
back from about 400 firms
surveyed for the index sug-
gested that staff expenses
intensified in June, along
with rising costs of tran-
sportation and materials
used as inputs such as alu-
minium, plastic and steel.

New export orders also
increased substantially in
June. “Despite [orders]
easing from May, the rate
of expansion was well
above its long-run aver-
age,” HSBC said.

“Manufacturers  were
able to pass on higher costs
to customers, as demand
remained robust, resulting
in improved margins,” said
Maitreyi Das, global econo-
mist at HSBC. “While the
overall outlook for the ma-
nufacturing sector remains
positive, the future output
index receded to a three-
month low, albeit it re-
mains above the historical
average,” she added.

It provides information about the prevailing economic trends in the manufacturing and service sectors.

The Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) is a measure of the prevailing direction of economic trends in

[ ]
private sector.cempanies.
[
Definition
[ ]
the manufacturing and service sectors.
[ ]

It is calculated based on surveys of purchasing managers, who are responsible for buying goods and
services for their organizations.
Components



The PMI is based on five major indicators:

New Orders: Measures the level of new orders placed with manufacturers.
Inventory Levels: Indicates the level of inventory held by manufacturers.
Production: Measures the production level of goods.

Supplier Deliveries: Tracks the speed of deliveries by suppliers.

Employment Environment: Assesses the employment trends within the sector.

RNl ol

PRELIMS PRACTICE QUESTIONS

Question 1: Consider the following statements regarding the Pur

1. PMlis a survey-based measure that assesses the manufact

2. A PMl score below 50 indicates economic expansion.

3. PMlis usually released at the start of every mo&h and i

activity.

4. PMl reports are compiled by the International Mo
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a)1and 3 only
b) 2 and 4 only
c)1,3,and 4 only ‘
d) 1, 2, and 3 only

ry

Question 2: With reference to the Pur anag dex (PMI), consider the following statements:
1. PMlisanumberfromOto1l ove 50 represents economic expansion.
2. The PMl data is relea as a lagging indicator of economic activity.
3. PMlincludes data on entory levels, production, supplier deliveries, and employment.

s to build submarines with air-independent propulsion systems.
under Project-751 will be constructed entirely in foreign shipyards.
given above is/are correct?

2. The projec
3. The submari

Which of the statemen

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c)1and 3 only

d) 2 and 3 only

Question 4: Consider the following statements about Project-75I:
1. The project aims to incorporate advanced stealth features in the submarines.
2. Itis being executed under the Ministry of Defense's Strategic Partnership model.
3. Project-75I will exclusively use indigenous components and technology.




Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) Lonly

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1and 2 only

d)1,2,and 3

Question 5: With reference to the Finance Commission of India, consider the following statements:
1. The Finance Commission is a constitutional body.
2. The recommendations made by the Finance Commission are binding on the government.
3. The Finance Commission is constituted every five years.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and3

1. The Finance Commission is responsible for defining the princip uld govern the grants-in-aid
to the states by the Centre.

2. The Finance Commission's recommendations on‘the dis venues are binding on the

government.
3. The Finance Commission also suggests meas ee t the Consolidated Fund of a State
to supplement the resources of the Panchay Mun lities.
Which of the statements given above is/are cor
a)1and 2 only ’

b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3

kt the Higgs Boson or "God Particle":

ticle in the Standard Model of particle physics.

Question 7: Consider the fol
1. The Higgs Boson is an
2.

Which of the s S i is/are correct?
a)1and 2 onl

b) 2 and 3 only
c)1and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3

Question 8: Consider the following statements regarding the Higgs Boson, often referred to as the "God
Particle":
1. The Higgs Boson is an elementary particle predicted by the Standard Model of particle physics.
2. The discovery of the Higgs Boson was confirmed by experiments conducted at the Fermi National
Accelerator Laboratory (Fermilab) in the United States.
3. The Higgs Boson interacts with other particles through the Higgs field, which is responsible for giving
particles their mass.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?




a)1land 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATION

Question 1: Consider the following statements
regarding the Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI):

1. PMlis a survey-based measure that
assesses the manufacturing and services
sectors separately.

2. A PMl score below 50 indicates economic
expansion.

3. PMlis usually released at the start of
every month and is considered a leadi
indicator of economic activity.

4. PMI reports are compiled by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF.

Which of the statements given above'is/are ¢
a)1and 3 only
b) 2 and 4 only
c) 1, 3,and 4 only
d) 1, 2,and 3 only

Answer: a) 1 and 3 only
Explanation:

deed a

hese two sectors.

correct. A PMlI score below

economic contraction, not

. A score above 50 indicates

sion, while a reading at 50 indicates no
ange.

tatement 3: Correct. PMI is usually released

at the start of every month and is considered

a leading indicator of economic activity.

Statement 4: Incorrect. PMI reports are

compiled by IHS Markit, not the International

Monetary Fund (IMF). IHS Markit is part of

S&P Global and is a global leader in

information, analytics, and solutions

score abov
expansion.

2. The PMI data is released annually and is
used as a lagging indicator of economic
activity.

3. PMlincludes data on new orders,
inventory levels, production, supplier
deliveries, and employment.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

50 represents economic

Answer: c) 1 and 3 only
Explanation:

Statement 1: Correct. As mentioned
previously, a PMI score above 50 indicates
expansion in the relevant sector
(manufacturing or services), while a score
below 50 suggests contraction.

Statement 2: Incorrect. PMI data is released
monthly, not annually, and is considered a
leading indicator of economic activity, not a
lagging indicator.




b) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3

a) Lonly
c) 1and 3 only

Statement 3: Correct. PMl includes data on
new orders, inventory levels, production,
supplier deliveries, and employment.

Question 3: With reference to Project-75I, consider
the following statements:
1. Project-75lis an initiative by the Indian
Navy to construct nuclear-powered
submarines.
2. The project aims to build submarines
with air-independent propulsion systems.
3. The submarines under Project-75I will be
constructed entirely in foreign shipyards.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) Lonly
b) 2 only
c) 1and 3 only
d) 2 and 3 only

Question 4: Consider the following statements
about Project-75I:
1. The project aims to incorporate ac
stealth features in the suBimarines
2. Itis being executed under thgMi
Defense's Strategic Partn i
3. Project-75! will exclusi
components an
Which of the statements giv
a) Lonly
b) 2 and 3 only
c)land?2
d)1,2,an

Answer: b) 2 only
Explanation:

Statement 1: Incorrect. Project-751 is an
initiative to construct diesel-electric
submarines, not nuclear-powered
submarines.
Statement 2:

ubmarines
e constructed in

atement 1: Correct. The project aims to
corporate advanced stealth features in the
submarines, making them less detectable.
Statement 2: Correct. It is being executed
under the Ministry of Defense's Strategic
Partnership model.

Statement 3: Incorrect. Project-75I will use
both indigenous and foreign components and
technology, facilitated through technology
transfer.

Finance
consider the following

Question 5:
Commission of |
statements:

1. The Finance'Commission is a
constitutional body.

2. The recommendations made by the
Finance Commission are binding on the
government.

3. The Finance Commission is constituted
every five years.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

Answer: b) 1 and 3 only
Explanation:

Statement 1: Correct. The Finance
Commission is a constitutional body
established under Article 280 of the Indian
Constitution.

The Finance Commission is not a
permanent body; it is constituted every five
years or at such earlier time as the President
considers necessary.




a) Lonly

b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3

e Statement 2: Incorrect. The
recommendations made by the Finance
Commission are advisory and not binding on
the government.

e Statement 3: Correct. The Finance
Commission is constituted every five years.

Question 6: Consider the following statements
regarding the Finance Commission:

1. The Finance Commission is responsible
for defining the principles that should
govern the grants-in-aid to the states by
the Centre.

2. The Finance Commission's
recommendations on the distribution of
tax revenues are binding on the
government.

3. The Finance Commission also suggests
measures needed to augment the
Consolidated Fund of a State to
supplement the resources of the
Panchayats and Municipalities.

Which of the statements given above is/are c
a)1and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3

Answer: b) 1 and 3 only
Explanation:
e Statement 1:
Commission is
principles that s

. The Finance
ponsible for defining the
the grants-in-

ent the resources of the
hayats and Municipalities.

Question 7: Consider the f

s Boson is responsible for giving

other fundamental particles
through the Higgs mechanism.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a)1land 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1and 3 only

d)1,2,and 3

Answer: d) 1,2, and 3

Explanation:

o Statement 1: Correct. The Higgs Boson is
indeed an elementary particle predicted by
the Standard Model of particle physics.

e Statement 2: Correct. The discovery of the
Higgs Boson was confirmed in 2012 through
experiments conducted at the Large Hadron
Collider (LHC) at CERN (European
Organization for Nuclear Research).

e Statement 3: Correct. The Higgs Boson is
crucial in the Higgs mechanism, which
explains how other fundamental particles
acquire mass.




Question 8: Consider the following statements
regarding the Higgs Boson, often referred to as the
"God Particle":

1. The Higgs Boson is an elementary particle
predicted by the Standard Model of
particle physics.

The discovery of the Higgs Boson was
confirmed by experiments conducted at
the Fermi National Accelerator
Laboratory (Fermilab) in the United
States.

The Higgs Boson interacts with other
particles through the Higgs field, which is
responsible for giving particles their
EN

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a)1and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c)1and 3 only

d)1,2,and 3

2.

3.

Answer: c) 1 and 3 only
Explanation:

e Statement 1: Correct. The Higgs Boson is
indeed an elementary particle predicted by
the Standard Model of particle physics. It was
theorized to exist to explain how other
fundamental particles acquire mass.

e Statement 2: Incorrect. The discovery of the
Higgs Boson w firmed by experiments
conducted at N's Large Hadron Collider

(LHC) in Switzer ermilab in the

'&\Q




